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Heart and soul — These hand-crafted objets d’art will satisfy
anyone's penchant for shoes, candles or boudoir
accessories. Choose from Mosaicwares’ china mosaic
perfume trays, boxes and frames; Jo Anne Bedient's
whimsical raku shoes; Amourelle’s hand-poured, perfumed
candles; or 2 Sisters’ feather-trimmed bath oils.
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Inspired romance — Posh pillows, fluffy towels, bath accessories, hand-crafted silk
botanicals floating in essential oils . . . what more could a girl ask for? An eclectic mix of
modern eyelash and sequin pillows, soothing oils and decorative bottles — all in a color
palette of amber, creme, peach and sage — would delight any hopeless romantic.




Experiencing something whimsical can transform an ordinary day into a memorable one. It can put a smile on our face, bring joy to our hearts and change our whole outlook.
Sometimes we need a little whimsy as a reminder to wake up and smell the...posies.
We can incorporate a touch of whimsy into our lives--and the lives of friends and family--in many ways.
One simple way is gift-giving. Whether it's the wrapping on the gift, a special card or the gift itself, when your selection has a sense of uniqueness and reflects the recipient's personality, you have chosen something memorable.
When it is also a little quirky, artsy or unexpected, you've added an extra dimension of fun.
With Valentine's Day approaching, here are a few timely gift ideas with a fanciful flair:
Artful shoes--Does your favorite friend have a penchant for shoes? What better gift than an original work of "shoe art"?
Each shoe is hand-painted and signed by artist Jo Anne Bedient in her Fort Myers studio. Bedient fires her handmade shoes using the raku technique, developed in 16th-century Japan.
After glazing, each red-hot piece is removed from the kiln and placed in a container with a combustible material that then catches fire. All unglazed areas turn black, while the glazed areas crackle and turn smoky.
Bedient finds this thrilling, because she never knows how the pieces will turn out. Each is unique.
The idea for her shoe designs was born after she purchased a pair of red patent-leather shoes from a local-vintage clothing store. The red shoes reminded her of the red glaze she uses in raku, and she asked herself how she could make shoes in clay.
She researched the history of shoe design, using a traditional pattern for her first pieces. In time, her designs became more fanciful as she took more creative license.
Today her works range from clocks to cats, with each piece done in interesting colors and finishes, entirely by hand.
Smashing mosaics--Mosaic is an art form in which small bits of stone, glass or ceramics are arranged in mortar to create pictures or designs. It is an ancient process, dating from the 4th century B.C.
Today, Mosaicwares, based in Canada, takes fun and funky pieces of china and reworks them into beautiful objects such as mirrors, perfume trays, picture frames, even doggy bowls.
Rebecca Dennis and her sister, Paula Funt, started the studio after they decided against joining the family lumber business. Their creativity proved profitable, and they have designed an entire line adorned with delicate floral patterns that mix and match to create vintage appeal--with no two pieces exactly alike.
Jeweled candles--When is a candle not just another candle? When its container looks as good as the candle smells.
Each hand-poured candle from Amourelle is packaged in an elegant frosted cup, topped off with a spectacular accoutrement.
Designed by Dominique Denaive, a designer of jewel collections, each one is a special work of art that can be enjoyed long after the candle has expired.
Inspired romance--Eleven years ago, two sisters formed a design company in the coastal town of Moss Beach, Calif., south of San Francisco.
Today, Sudi and Simmin run 2 Sisters, a gift and bath company featuring whimsical products.
Fabulous feathers surround the bottleneck of their bath oils, which might never be used because the packaging itself is so fun.
Recently, they started a new company, Kahar, which means "sisters." Their new line of silk botanicals is inspired by the flowers growing in their back yard.
A delicate silk flower is hand-placed into their oil-lamp bottle, using small forks to position it. The lamp is then filled with aromatic oils and can be refilled without disturbing the beauty of the botanical.
Let your valentine experience a luxurious bath that offers the therapeutic benefits of uplifting oils, or the sensuality of a softly flickering, floral-filled lamp.
Posh pillows--Not just any pillow will do for a gift. Only those that are fun and that make a statement need apply.
Favorite choices include pillows shaped like hearts and giant flowers, or covered in roses.
Make an elegant statement with beautifully updated pillows adorned with modern sequins in rich tones of amber, creme, peach and sage.
It's a wrap--Speaking of wrap, the way you present a gift can be almost as enchanting as the gift itself. Looking for an "out of the box" way to present an incredible piece of Lalique crystal? Wrap it in a colorful
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